Dear Parents,






July 2011

Hello! My name is Cathy Bentlage and I am very excited to introduce myself as the “Kindergarten Specials” teacher at Durant Elementary. I visit each kindergarten class every day for a 30-minute lesson. It is a wonderful program that provides consistency for the children and allows me to really get to know your child  individually.
On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday I teach using a thematic unit approach that focuses on Art, Music and Theater. The units I teach are literature-based and designed to channel children’s natural enthusiasm for music, movement, art and drama into a productive learning experience. I often incorporate technology into my lessons to make the experience more meaningful. We have such fun together! 

On Thursdays I take each class to the Media Center to circulate (check-out books) and to hear a special story.  Please help your child to remember to return their books every Thursday.  They are only allowed to have one book checked out at a time so I appreciate your help with this.  My goal is to help them develop a love for reading as well as an understanding of the various functions of the media center. 
On Fridays, weather permitting, we go outside for PE. For safety reasons and to reduce the risk of injury, all students must wear sneakers every Friday in order to participate.  Thanks for your help with this!
I am so excited to tell you about my “Kindergarten Specials” website: www.kspecials.weebly.com
You will be able to read about my goals, learn about our weekly schedule and know what thematic units we are currently exploring together. This will give you an opportunity to continue to explore these wonderful units with your child at home. I have also included various links to exciting community businesses that you might enjoy visiting with your child. I will have opportunities to have you visit the class as well as information about special upcoming events! This is also how I will let you know of any supplies or volunteers I may need. Please visit the website often and feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  It is an absolute JOY to work with your children every day! I look forward to a wonderful year of learning, growing and exploring!
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Thank you,

Cathy Bentlage

cbentlage@wcpss.net 
